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Identity and What Others Think of Me — A Biblical Model

1 2-7 Proverbs 1:2-7

“To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, to receive instruction in wise dealing, in

righteousness, justice and equity; to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth — Let the

wise-hear-and-increase-intearning,and the one who understand obtain guidance, to understand a proverb and a

saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise

wisdom and instruction.”

FH6: 4-9 Deuteronomy 6:4-9

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all

your soul and with all your might. And these words that | command you today shall be on your heart. You shall

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
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think about us? Sometimes yes, but we should not be enslaved by fear of what others think of us. Many of us
are enslaved by three thoughts: (a) others may see the real me; (b) others may not accept me, but rejgqt me; (c)
others may hurt me, emotionally, physically, sexually. (Cf. When People Are Big and God is Small,
www.prpbooks.com, www.ccef.org.) The only way to become liberated from this three-fold fear and slavery, is
to fear God first.
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helpful and necessary. God has established several covenant-institutions when he created the world: marriage
and family; work and government; and rest and worship (Gen. 1:26-2:3). Parents are to teach their children to
fear and obey God (Deut. 6:4-9); teachers are to teach students wisdom and knowledge (“covenant obedience”);
the government should reward those who do good, and punish those who do evil (Rom. 13). Therefore, these
authority-figures which God has ordained, will make judgments of men, women and children. This is their duty!
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Studies show that American students cannot tolerate being told that they have failed a course; U.S. students
have better self-confidence about their math and science ability than Japanese students (when actually,
Japanese students perform better than U.S. students). This shows that American society is so infiltrated with
the lie of self-esteem, that we refuse to accept the truth. Society teaches us not to obey authority, and accept
rebuke. This is why American society is bankrupt in morality and religion. (She is only strong in finance, military
might and technology.) “Fools refuse wisdom and instruction.” God have mercy! God will judge.
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Cornelius Van Til calls these relationships in life “the representational principle,” which is another name for
“covenant.” The most fundamental fact in life is: We live our lives in the face of God (Psalm 139). All that we
think, say and do, we do in God’s presence. God has made a covenant with all of us — he is our Creator and Lord.
God has made a special covenant with believers (the covenant of grace) — he is our Redeemer and Lord (Gen.
17:7). Because we belong to God, we belong to each other as fellow believers. We “represent” one another.
We covenant with God, and form the church. We covenant with each other, and form families, schools,
churches, communities, and nations.
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identity comes from God (Romans chapter 8, Ephesians chapters 2-3). Our true identity comes from our
understanding of death, and where we go after death (I Cor. Chapters 4-5). When the issue of our eternal
destiny is settled, then we have our true identity — we have a “strong self-esteem.” We are joyful, we are
thankful, because “this world is not my home” (Heb. 11:11-16). Our self-understanding is based on gratitude to
God’s grace — all that we have, we owe to Christ.

mEZ MRS ST IREE - EERFTEERN S - Another way of putting this is: We

are to “deny ourselves, take up the cross, and follow Christ.” This is our true identity.

XV, JEEUR: SIS 2

Sin and Salvation — What is the Gospel? % 8: 29

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers.” Romans 8:29
—{irFE 0N Biola REEHVEHZER: FERLEHMMINTFRE LA NE - ST A EHRILFINIERE - Biola X
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JiF = A professor at Biola University (La Mirada, California) is quoted as saying that: sin is when our needs are not
fulfilled, and when we do not realize our potential. Biola is home to the Rosemead School of Psychology. Like
Fuller Theological Seminary’s School of Psychology, Rosemead believes in the so-called “integration” of
psychology with the Christian faith.
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truly “integrated” with the Bible’s teaching? This professor’s words have totally twisted what the Bible teaches
about sin. Sin is rebellion against God. Sin is the lack of conformity to, and transgression of, God’s law
(Westminster Shorter Catechism). In other words: What God forbids us to do, we do; what God commands us to
do, we fail to do. This is sin!
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P e T Ak | FIEIFAY T 383 | o We often confuse our “needs” with “wants.” For example,
when a waitress asks me in a restaurant, “Do you need whipped cream on top of your ice cream?” The whipped
cream has nothing to do with what | need to exist, to live, to be healthy. It is purely “desire!” We must
distinguish between needs and wants.
2 TERBRMAVERE ) o FMIADEEER AV . MW B ERRROEEE (48 8 29) © As for
“realizing our potential,” we must measure it against Christ (Rom. 8:29). Our “potential” or “goal” in life, is to be
like Christ.
RERME? HENE "HE ) | BETZFREHE - B AT - F LW R L » RZKERESE |
RFEHIE - EHEEE (MEECE > 418 ) © What is salvation? Not self-esteem! But forgiveness of
sins, justification through faith, being adopted as God’s child, being an heir of an eternal inheritance, and
submitting under the rule of the King, whose Kingdom has come, and will come in fullness.

XXV. FM/EfEE T ? How Should We Then Live/Counsel?
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22 ) HEMBEEF,, ? Examine your own values and beliefs. How do you answer these three questions? (a) What is
man? (Is he an animal? Is he God? Is he a bunch of desires? Is he a bunch of experiences?) (b) Where do
man’s problems come from? (c) Where do solutions to man’s problem come from?

PEZAIERY (EE4L) Bl - B B RREnImMe? | Rl (BELR) RABEAYEERIRE: - Equip yourself
with sound, Bible-based doctrine (theology). Counselors need theology! Counselors need a firm foundation in a
system of Bible-based doctrine.

JofEsz (BEER) BEMSEE - N B s 0 I LB S S B - Equip yourself with Bible doctrine
before you attempt to understand and learn secular theories of psychology and counseling.

S0 (BEEL) EHEEENTTY] | iR — I HEIERERE LA AVEREIR AR T A | S2E THIEHER  Join

the Biblical counseling movement! Become truly competent to teach God’s Word, and to counsel from Scripture.
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GRACE AND TRUTH: THE BEST FATHER’S DAY GIFT
o s (HHanaEn) 6:1-9
Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:1-9
I & HHY S
Remembering My Father
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Truths from God’s Word: Marriage and the Family
1. JBIRETEHEY
Goal of marriage
2. BAHIAE  H6:1-9
Role of man : Deut. 6:1-9
3. BEZTHVHAY

Goal of parenting

M (L) B () lEZE  ZERE
Truths from God’s Word (part 2): Understanding A Child and Child-Rearing
1. fREMEGIIRES
Putting away secular concepts
2. LAEHIIER
Image of God
3. BEYRHVIEN - FREEHCER
Fallen sinner in need of Jesus
4. EREEEQP G IRMAVESE | FIRFTERE - BREI4EH
God’s covenant heritage — to manage, and to dedicated back to him
5. ZT—4HVEM
Goal for child’s life
6. FEZTHIHAY
Goal for parenting
V. Feffaza0fenE N2
How Should We Now Live?
ErEd - JEERET ?
Discouraged?
FKT?
Failure?
AH=E
Always remember:
1. R Rl B AR R
Grace, grace, grace ... All grace
2. f&&
Pray
3. 17&
Do good
4. DURREEIE
Remember by giving thanks
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